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THE LITTLE BOY DRIBEBLED AND KEPY
dribbling. He had taken the ball away foom the mid-
field pack and zoomed toward his own goal, This
surprised the other children and allowed him to
keep the ball to himself for much longer than any
player had managed during this U-8 game,

Having put some 15 yards between himself on
the other players, he slowed down and seemed to
marvel at all the terrdtory he now had to himself.
He starred making a wide U-turn and flashed a
big smile.

He moved down the sideline and back into the
other team’s half, then pur hig foot on the ball and
stopped. When a couple of his little appanents
approached, he accelerated toward their goal and
took a shar thar peprly seared,

What creativity, improvisation and savvy! And
in his smile was the joy of soccer.

50 how did hiz coach react?

First with red-faced screams of "You're golng

the wrong wayl You're golng the wrong way!” Then
furioys shouts of “Pass It Pass it — a chant that
several parents took up — follnwad by head-shak-
ing in frustration.

Of eonrae, the coach was shouting instructiops
to all his players thraughout the game. That's the
nopm in youth soccer, in which misguided coaches
— and the other adults on the sideline — balieve
they're helping children become better soccer
players by telling them where w run and when
10 Dass.

But what really irked the coach about the clever
boy's manauver was it was risky. A misstep and
he eonid have provided a scoring chance for the
other team.

And, absurd as it is, there are adults — lots and
lots of tham - wha place great impottance sn
whether their 7-year-olds beat another team of
Youngsters.

Youth coaches who want to rack up wins
dlscourage their players from raking risks, such
as dribbling the ball out of the back, by ordering
them ta boat it up-field or out of bounds. “Clear
" they shout,

"The emphasis on winning is a detriment to
young players because it prevents us from develop-
ing rechnieally proficient players,” saye 1.8, U-17
national team coach John Hackworth. "And we're
not giving them the ahility to rake decisions, You
can't find a youth soccer game where the coaches
aren't screaming the whole time, telling klds what
they should do and how they should do it.”
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How over-coaching

and the emphasis on

winning stifle young
American talent.

Do we want Robinhos or Robots?

If players aren‘t allowed to make wlstakes and
take chances when they're exploring the spott—If
they're constantly being told what to do=how can
we expect them to develop the soccer instiners
they'll need va make the split-second decisions
that are so much a parr of the game?

“They hear 'Clear it ... Get rid of it ... Pass it ...
Kick it up line’ so often that by the time they're 13
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or 14, when they get the hall and they don't hear the
instructions, they don't know what to do,” says Tab
Rarnos, the great ULS, midfielder who is now a New
Jersey youth coach.

Telling young players whar 1o-do with the ball,
bossing them around to stay in certain positions on
the field and taking strategic advantage of the bigger,
stronger kids are ways of increasing a team's chances
of winning. But at what cost?

“If you want your 8-year-olds to win tomormow,
you're golng 1o address that graup differently than
if you say, 'I want my 8-year-old to win when he's 18
years oid,” says Bob Jenkins, U.5. Soccer's Director

R

5
F

WWW.SDEEaramerica.com

21z 278 7801

of Conching Eclucauon

Ir's not just that the coaches a.re e obsessed withwin- |

ning — there are the parents. A coach of a U-9 ream

_told me thar if his team compiled a 12-1 win-loss re-
. .cord, his parents would want to mave theu- childran

to the team that went 13-0. I
Ramos encourages his younger players, the 8- and

-, 10-year-olds, not to kick the ball out of bounds when
' they'reunder pressure in their awn half,

"We want him to find a way outof it,” Ramos says.

“Halfthe time, he'snot, gﬁing'tb come out ofitand very
aften he's going make 4 misidke that & polng 1a cose

& goal, But this is when plﬂyers should be allowed 10

take the risk so they develop their skills.” .
Tao few r:nadhes are Wllling to provide such leam-

ing experiences because they can lead to losses.
“Alor of parents are ll\rmg through their children,”

Ramias says, “and for them it qumaa 8 matter of

them beating the other coach because thar's the guy

who beat them thtFe YER!’E agu when tl;lgu' ulder ch.lld g

played.”

Hackworth, wha cloesn t be].iev& in assignlng pns[- ,
tions to players Lmﬂer age 10, proposes ehmlnal:lng thg
“ultrz-competltive premier flight” until at least U-12,
And even then coaches should still yesisr hecoming
resutis oriented. :

“Wa want competition,” he says. “They’ll always
be competition and ir’ s ot bad, The bad parr is 1]1@
emphasis on winning.”

That emphasls often reﬁults in coaches putting
the physieally advaneed kide in particular spots. For
example, a big guy In back wha's Instrucred ta boot
the ball to the speedy guy up fronr. This denies srnaller
players opportunities to play eignificant roles while
higger players can rely on their athleticism instead of
develaping thelr skills,

Alme Jacquet, who eaached France to the 1998
World Cup title and has also been in charge of
France's renowned youth
development program,
said he investigates youth
tearns with winning records

DODES AMERICAN
youth socter provide

an environment that and ifhe discovers theywon
copld produca playars by relying on big players, he
Ilka the Brazilian fires them.

Rohinha? Tfacoachisn't obsessed
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with fesuifﬁ;. 11";.";5 more likely, when they'reat

the age level in which asaigrung positaons is
appropriate, to-expose players to different
roles, Keeping a player.In the same posltion
all the time won'help him adjusc o new chal-
lenges when he moves to;higher levels,
"Wortying toa much.about winning a.ixd
losing gers In the way of dévelopment,” says
Manired Sc:heusr:hmdt. heacl of 1.8, Boceer's
uU-14 prugrﬂm “There are nlways,slmrtcuts

that you can find to:win the neit game, That - .
doesn’t necessarlly mean you’] lJ e winning .

five, six years from nuw
"The kids all tryto win anyhnw, soldon't

think we need 1o add fothis, No kid everstépa -

onthe field and says, 'Today'm going to. luse

They're natura]ly cnmpeuﬂve We shotild be. .
coneerned ahoyr.the players' perl.‘nrmance. o

not the final score,” &

Coachmg sOCCeT raally isti t that com-
‘pllcﬂtﬁd When childran ﬂm become
involved in organized succer, the coach's

'jnb ig au‘nply to create an environment

,l.hat gives the children & chance to enjoy
the spare, Iv's. sycha wnnderful spart that
‘setting up goals. and letting them play usu-
ally does the trick.

It should alse be an environment lha:‘
allows them to be creative, to express them-

selves and to bring their own personalities ta
the sport.

No doubr, the USA has prucluce:l legions
of good players, But how many great players
have come out of our youth ranks?

How many excellent American dribblers
are there? How many American players can
davele fans? How many defenders do we have
who can play their way our of trouble, who
¢an consistently contribute to the attack?
How many Arperican players can dictate the
thythm of a game?

Far, fur tao few.

And one wonders how many players with’

the capacity to bring individual brilliance to
the field have had thathammersd out of them
by their screaming coaches. B i
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